
November Worship Schedule
Sunday, November 1  – 9:15am Communion service;
All Saints Day

st

Sunday, November 8  – 9:15am Communion serviceth

Sunday, November 15  – 9:15am worship serviceth

*Sunday, November 22  – 9:15am worship service;
Pie Themed Fellowship/Decorate for Advent and
Christmas

nd

Sunday, November 29  - 9:15am worship service;
First Sunday of Advent

th

Office Hours
Pastor Steve: 

by Appointment
Dana: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
10am - Noon

Let’s Keep in Touch!
If your phone, address, or
email have changed, or if
you’re not recieving emails

from New Hope, please let us
know at

info@newhopeucc.com

New Hope UCC 4360 Jackson Drive, Jackson WI 53037 (262)677-2345
www.newhopeucc.com     info@newhopeucc.com

Dates to Remember
Sunday, November 1  – Daylight Saving Time Endsst

Thursday, November 5  - Book Clubth

Wednesday, November 11  - Veterans Dayth

Thursday, November 26  - Thanksgiving th



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30      

November November
2026

Happy Birthday!
Laurie Alfke 11/11
Bradlee Fons 11/13
Lynn Koziol 11/21

Happy Anniversary!
Matt & Kristen Doedens

11/27 28years

Thanksgiving

Book Club
7pm

9:15am
Communion

service; All Saints
Day

9:15am
Communion

service

9:15am
worship
service

9:15am
worship; Pie
Fellowship;

holiday
decorating

9:15am
worship

service; 1
Sunday of

Advent

st

Veterans 
Day

Election Day



Rev’s Reflections
There is a different rhythm to life this time of year. Days are notably shorter. The air has turned crisp, the
trees have generously shared their beautiful colors, and we find ourselves reaching for warmer clothes
and even our coats. Calendars begin to fill with holiday plans, family gatherings, school activities, and all
the preparations that come with the season.
 
Before we hurry from autumn into Christmas, Thanksgiving gives us a chance to stop and take a breath. It
gives us an opportunity to notice our blessings: a warm home, connection with family and friends, a
shared meal, and the steady presence of God through another changing year.
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us, “For everything there is a season”. Each season brings its own blessings and
challenges. For some, Thanksgiving means a full house and cherished traditions. For others, it brings an
empty chair, changed circumstances, or the ache of missing someone. We can bring all of that to God.
Gratitude leaves room for both joy and sorrow, trusting that God meets us in each.
 
As we prepare for the holiday season, let’s make thankfulness part of our daily rhythm, not just something
we share at the Thanksgiving table. Name one blessing each morning. Thank someone whose kindness
has made a difference. Make room in your day, for someone who could use some company.
 
My prayer is that we will enter these coming weeks with grateful hearts and enough room in our
schedules to notice one another. May our thanksgiving become something we practice through our
generosity, our patience, and our love.
 
May God bless you and those you love this Thanksgiving.
 
God’s Peace,
Rev. Steve

The Pulpit, Unfiltered (within reason)
 

1. What is the most awkward situation you ever found yourself in?
Long before I was a pastor, I was an accident and life insurance agent. Our company sold supplement
policies and it was the practice to not only sell door to door, but also renew existing policies in person at
the client’s house. I stopped at one of the houses of an existing policy holder to renew the policy. There
were a few cars in the driveway, like a party was going on. I knocked on the door and a young man
answered the door. I asked in a cheerful tone, “Is Mr. So and SO here?” He asked, “What?” I asked again,
“Is Mr. So and So here? I’m here to renew his insurance policy.” The young man answered with an
awkward face, “That’s my dad. He just died.”
 
2. What is the strangest food combination you enjoy?
I don’t find it strange because it is delicious. A grilled peanut butter, banana, and bacon sandwich. 



President’s Message
How about those Brewers!

For years, we have said, “Maybe this is our year.” We have worn the blue and gold, watched the standings, questioned
a few calls, and held our breath through more ninth innings than we care to count. 
And now we get to say the words we have been waiting to say:
The Milwaukee Brewers are World Series champions!

Let that sink in for a moment.

There is something wonderful about seeing a community come together in joy. Strangers become friends in the grocery
checkout line. People who disagree about almost everything find something to celebrate together. We remember how
good it feels to belong to something bigger than ourselves.

As we celebrate, I find myself thinking about the community here at New Hope UCC.

A baseball season is long. No team reaches the finish line without disappointments, and days when nothing seems to go
right. A championship requires more than talent. It takes patience, trust, and people willing to do their part even when
someone else gets the applause.

Church life asks much the same of us.
Some days, our faith feels like a walk-off home run. It’s joyful and unmistakable and something we cannot wait to share.
Other days, faith means stepping back into the batter’s box after striking out on the last at bat. It means showing up
when we are tired and trying again after a disappointment. Most of all, it means that we must trust that God is still at
work when we cannot see the result.

And much of what sustains a church never makes the highlight reel.

It’s the person who notices a newcomer standing alone. The volunteer who arrives early or stays late. The meal delivered
or the prayer offered. The person who quietly asks, “What needs doing?” and then, importantly, does it.

At New Hope, those are not small contributions. They are how we care for one another. They are how congregation
becomes community.

As November begins and our thoughts turn toward gratitude, let’s enjoy this championship moment and let it remind us
to notice the people beside us. Who has helped us keep going? Who needs encouragement? Who is waiting for an
invitation to join the team?
 
Unlike a baseball roster, the church does not have a limited number of places. We do not need tryouts, and no one has
to earn a spot through an impressive performance. There is room for the lifelong member, the occasional visitor, the
person full of questions, and the person wondering whether faith still has anything to offer.

There is room for you.

So celebrate the Brewers. Wear the T-shirt. Tell the story of where you were when that final out was recorded.

Then let’s carry some of that joy into the weeks ahead: showing up, making room, giving thanks, and sharing God’s love
with our neighbors.

Go Brewers!!! And thanks be to God for the gift of community.

-Barry Boline







What’s Happening at‌  
New Hope 

On Saturday, October 10th New Hope’s Misison
Forward Team hosted a booth at the West Bend

Farmers’ Market.

The goal was outreach, and the mission was a
success!

Pictured here, Pastor Steve, Sue Lenz, Tim &
Sheila Smiley, and others, participated in the

setup and operation of the booth. Beanie
babies were given away to children and a

giant teddy bear was raffled off.

Several New Hope members also stopped by
to visit, including Scott and Donna Poole, and

Joyce Endlich and Liz Will.



Thank you to New Hope member Bruce Endlich, who once again did a wonderful job
guest preaching on October 4  while Pastor Steve was on vacation. th

Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents, Bruce!

What’s Happening at‌  
New Hope 



What’s Happening at‌  
New Hope 

You may have noticed a few new bulletin
boards around church. One appears in
the Baby Blessings hallway, the other in

the sanctuary.

Thank you to New Hope member Colleen
Kruepke for desgining and installing

these beautiful boards!



Congratulations, Gary & Bob! 
On Saturday, October 17 , long-
time New Hope members, Bob

Bedard & Gary Kranz, officially tied
the knot.

th

In a small backyard ceremony with
a few close family and friends,

Pastor Steve blessed their marriage. 

Congratulations, Gary & Bob!



What’s Happening at‌  
New Hope 

This month, Our Place installed a  six-swing adult sized swing set
outside of New Hope’s lower level. This presents a wonderful,
outdoor recreational activity for their clients.

Donna from Our Place reports that she had been looking to find a
set for quite a while when this gently used and affordable set
popped up on Craigslist. Their dream is to one day add a
wheelchair accessible platform swing.

In the meantime, Our Place’s clients are getting a great deal of use
and enjoyment out of the set!



October 13, 2026

Taste and See
 
Jennifer Ruth Lynn Garrison

O taste and see that the Lord is good. - Psalm 34:8a (NRSV) 
  
My friend and I meet at Panera. I read the menu out loud since she can’t make out the
words printed high over the counter. We each order, and the clerk asks a question.
“Huh?” I ask, elbowing my friend. 
 
“They said, do you want chips or an apple?” my friend enunciates.  
 
My friend is visually impaired. I am hard of hearing. We both are capable of navigating
a lunch order alone and have done so many times, but it’s so much easier and more
pleasant together. My gifts fill in around her gaps. My challenges are met with the easy
competence of her capabilities. So, there we are in the strip mall, sharing communion.  
 
Ok, those lunches over a cup of soup and half a salad aren’t  exactly communion. Or
are they? Because isn’t that what communion is for? A reminder that though we can
easily do this life on our own, it’s just so much better when we do it together. A
conscious moment of being in one another’s presence long enough to notice what gifts
we each bring to the moment, and then the dance of giving and receiving, receiving
and giving. 
 
“On the night before Jesus was killed by those who feared him, he gathered with his
friends and chosen family.” So begin the words of institution I learned long ago. Before
the bread, before the cup, before the forgiveness—the gathering. Bumping elbows and
knees, those first followers came together around the table. Doing the sacred dance of
common life, and in so doing, filling each other’s gaps. 
 
Prayer
Holy One, here we are, your people. Whatever gift we may bring, gather us around the
table to taste and see that life in you is so very, very good. Amen.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Jennifer Ruth Lynn Garrison is a pastor,
writer, spiritual companion and unlikely
yoga instructor in the Pacific Northwest.
You can find her writing in several books

from The Pilgrim Press.
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