
Office Hours 

Pastor Carly: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 

10am—2pm 

Dana: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 

10am—12pm 

Let’s Keep in Touch! 

If your phone, address, or email have 
changed, or if you’re not receiving emails 

from New Hope, please let us know at                             
info@newhopeucc.com 

New Hope UCC  4360 Jackson Drive  Jackson, WI  53037  (262) 677-2345   

www.newhopeucc.com   info@newhopeucc.com 

 



Christine Shelsta   3/3 

Andrea Alfke    3/13 

Alexis Shelsta    3/18 

Richard Herbst   3/21 

Russ Dobberpuhl   3/21 

Steve Powell    3/23 

Elizabeth Will    3/24 

March 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 Communion 

Service 9:15am; 

UCC Women’s 

Week 

6 7 8 Consistory 
Meeting 6pm 

9 10 11 Spring 
Ahead—Set your 
Clocks an Hour 
Forward Before 
Bed! 

12 Worship Team 

Meeting 8:30am 
Worship  Service 

9:15am; One Great 

Hour of Sharing 

13 14 15 16 17 Happy St. 
Patrick’s Day! 

18 

19 Installations 
of Consistory;      
Fellowship to  
Celebrate; 
9:15am Worship 
Service 

20 First Day of 
Spring  

21 22 23 24 25 

26 Worship    
Service 9:15am 

27 28 29  30 Book Club 
7pm at New 
Hope 

31  



 
Pastor Carly’s Corner 

  
 March is marching upon us! (I think that’s the worst pun I have ever uttered in my life).    
February seemed to fly by and we are now embarking on the season of Lent.  Although I have never 
been keen on the traditional observances of this liturgical season, I do appreciate its place and       
intention within the church year.  It is a much needed change of pace, a drastic reorienting of       
ourselves toward God, and an intentional time of reflection and repentance. 
  
 The theme that I’ve chosen for Lent this year is “Holding Space.”  This is a phrase that I’ve 
encountered many times in my life and within different contexts.  The most prominent of these was 
during my CPE (clinical pastoral education) when I was a hospital chaplain in Burnsville,             
Minnesota.  My CPE educator asked me what I thought the role of a chaplain is— very loaded    
question for an interview, no?— and I told him that it was my job to hold space for the one(s)         
receiving spiritual care.  To make room for them to encounter the Holy and to wade through the 
many complicated facets of life coming to light for them in the hospital.   
  
 And this image of making room— of shifting our position to give space for God and for things 
that are bigger than us— is what Lent is all about.   
 
 I hope you’ll join me on the journey.  Peace and blessings to you all. 
 
~Pastor Carly 

 
Monthly Meditation Practice 

 
 Our theme for Lent is “Holding Space” wherein we carve out time and space, each day, to sit 
with and reflect upon our spiritual journeys.  It’s a call for us to be present in everything we encoun-
ter within that space— good and bad.   
  
 Our monthly meditation practice is meant to lean into our Lenten theme.  What you can do is 
create a space within your home (it doesn’t have to be big or elaborate) that has the sole purpose of 
sitting with God and with yourself.  You can adorn it with candles, with cushions and pictures and 
anything else you can think of.  It is meant to be a space that is warm and calm and inviting.  Then, 
every day, you can choose a time to go and sit in the space that you’ve created— you can choose ten, 
fifteen, twenty, thirty minutes etc.— to spend in intentional reflection and thought.  While you’re 
there, I invite you to take notice of the things that come up for you; the places to which your mind 
wanders and the thoughts you tend to focus on.  Write them down and then spend another five or 
ten minutes examining any commonalities or similarities between them.  At the end of the month, 
you’ll have a much better idea of what your mind and spirit hold space for. 



 

Getting to Know Pastor Carly 

What’s a trend you love? 

Maximalist interior design — bold prints and bright colors paired with funky décor 

 

What’s a trend that you hate? 

Straight leg jeans, culottes, hunky chunky white sneakers, tiny sunglasses and purses 

 

If YOU have a question for Pastor Carly, email her and ask! 

carly.gaeth@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Self-Care Challenge 
  
 In the interest of leaning into our Lenten theme, our self-care challenge will involve us     
holding space for the many ups and downs of life— the nitty gritty, day to day, banalities that plague 
us.   
 This month, I challenge us to have daily check-ins with ourselves about our spiritual,        
emotional, and mental health; to take note of how we feel and the things that are bothering us or  
exciting us.  As we take stock of these thoughts and feelings, I’d like for us to engage in the practice 
of radical acceptance and taking a non judgmental stance.  No matter how we are feeling— tired, 
lonely, joyful, hopeful, overwhelmed, etc.— we won’t judge ourselves for it.  We will simply observe 
it, hold it, accept it (radically), let it go, and move forward.  If it helps you to have a phrase or prayer 
to use as bookends for this challenge, you can choose a verse of scripture, stanza of poetry, or         
another textual passage to do just that.  I like to use the serenity prayer— give it a shot and see how 
your life transforms. 
 





Dear friends in Christ:  

  

April will bring a watershed moment for the Wisconsin Conference of the United Church of 
Christ: the move of the Conference staff from our long-time, beloved headquarters at the Trost 
Center in DeForest to our new offices at Daycholah Center on Green Lake. Although the move 
makes sense for many reasons, it will not be easy to leave the Trost Center, home to much 
hard work and many happy memories over the past three decades.  

  

To mark this milestone, I invite you to join the Conference staff at an open house from 2 to 3:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 15, at the Trost Center. The occasion will provide an opportunity 
for you to share your own memories and to participate in a liturgy of farewell as we look forward 
to the next chapter in the life of the Wisconsin Conference. Light hors d'oeuvres will be served, 
and there will be time to peruse the many books and artifacts that need a new home.   

  

Please feel free to share this invitation with others who have passed through the Trost Center 
over the years. All are welcome.  

  

In faith,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. Franz Rigert 

Conference Minister 



Youth racial justice initiative opens grown-ups’ eyes, too 
Amid the national debate over the best way to teach United States’ fraught racial history to school-age youngsters, a 
UCC pastor in suburban Milwaukee is leading an initiative aimed at empowering a rising generation of racial jus-
tice advocates. 

Anti-Racism for Youth, spearheaded by the Rev. Laura McLeod, pastor of Brookfield Congregational UCC, 
launched late last year with a retreat at America’s Black Holocaust Museum in Milwaukee. Monthly meetings will 
continue through May with homework assignments in between. The project was supported by a $3,000 Catalyst 
Grant from the Wisconsin Conference. 

The effort is personal for McLeod, who has an adopted 22-year-old son of mixed African and Native American de-
scent. McCleod is a UCC-certified facilitator of Sacred Conversations to End Racism. 

“Raising a Black son in a predominantly white community and serving predominantly white churches made me 
think about the racial justice mission of the church,” she said. The program has five student participants ranging 
from seventh grade to sophomore year in high school, drawn from First Congregational in Waukesha, Pilgrim UCC 
in Grafton and McLeod’s congregation. Four of the participants are white, and one is biracial. 

“They have assignments to read and watch different things before our sessions,” McLeod said. “A lot of that is stuff 
they’re not getting in social studies and history classes in schools, starting with Africa’s great civilizations. . . . They 
have a journaling component, too. When we’re together, we debrief about what they’ve been reading and learning.” 

McLeod co-facilitates the in-person sessions with the Rev. Andre Pirtle, a Black Baptist pastor from Milwaukee she 
calls her “accountability partner.” The group is joined over Zoom by the Rev. Kris Watson, a UCC pastor and lawyer 
in New York. Watson, also a Sacred Conversations facilitator, is founder of Nurturing Justice, a nonprofit that 
works to dismantle the notion that human value is based on skin color. The Wisconsin initiative is designed to test 
the youth curriculum developed by Nurturing Justice. 

“These are conversations (the students) are not having in their schools,” Watson said. “They’re building the muscle 
to talk about race.” 

Conversation is the heart of Anti-Racism for Youth. “This is relational work. We don’t just lecture the kids,” 
McLeod said. The discussions provide the students the opportunity to talk about microaggressions they’ve wit-
nessed and the misstatements about race and history they sometimes hear from educators. 

“I hope these kids are empowered to be anti-racist,” McLeod said. “’Anti-racist’ is an active term. It’s one thing to 
recognize bias. An anti-racist fights for justice.” That message seems to be taking root. 

“One of the ah-has for me was just how intelligent, thoughtful and proactive this group of kids is,” she said. “They 
understand they’re not going to get this information in school, so they seek it out. And they’re not afraid to speak 
truth to power, whether teachers, administrators or their own churches.” 

Watson said the students are more open-minded than the adults she works with. 

“The questions they asked during that immersive experience” – the retreat at the Holocaust Museum – “were so 
insightful that it told me they get it better than adults do,” she said. “I left there feeling blown away.” 

Once the Wisconsin test of the youth program is complete, the organizers plan to make some tweaks and then pro-
mote the initiative to congregations and communities across the country and beyond the UCC. 

“In working with these kids, I have become hopeful,” Watson said. “Because I profess to follow Jesus, my faith tells 
me to be hopeful.” 



The next Executive Director of the ONA Coalition Announced!   

The Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ Names First Black    
Female Executive Director in its 51-year history  

Cleveland, OH –  2/15/2023 The Open and Affirming Coalition (ONA) of the United Church of Christ 
(UCC) has selected Rev. Dr. Katrina Roseboro -Marsh as its Executive Director. Though an extensive 
process, the search committee sought a visionary leader to work alongside the organization ’s staff and 
Leadership Team to guide the Coalition into its next level of being an organization for radical change 
and welcome that ’s rooted in an unwavering support to LGBTQIA+ people in the UCC and beyond.  

“I am honored and excited for this opportunity. I realize how important my selection is and I recognize 
the magnitude of what this opportunity will mean for the LGBTQIA+ community ”, said Executive Direc-
tor Rev. Dr. Katrina Roseboro -Marsh. “I accept this challenge because the Coalition has laid the sturdy 
groundwork to make its next steps forward in reimaging and revisioning, with regeneration as a goal. ”  

Dr. Marsh has over sixteen years of experience as a clinician working with a diversified client popula-
tion nationally and internationally.   Dr. Marsh ’s particular focus has been her work with LGBTQIA+ 
identified, as well as those who also identify as African American with an active religious and/or spir-
itual practice.  Dr. Marsh holds a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from the University of Minnesota –  
Twin Cities, a Master of Science in Social Work from Columbia University –  NYC, and a Doctor of Min-
istry in Interfaith Clinical Education in Psychological Pastoral Counseling from Hebrew Union College 
–  Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC -JIR), NYC. Dr. Marsh is currently completing her second doctor-
ate, Doctor of Psychology in Clinical Psychology. She is ABD, writing her dissertation on Chronic Dis-
appointment and Blacks in the United States. She is ordained clergy and holds ministerial standing 
with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ –  DOC) of Northern California -Nevada region, The Fel-
lowship of Affirming Ministries (TFAM), and is a member of City of Refuge UCC, Oakland, CA.  

Prior to her selection, Executive Director Marsh assisted with a church start and later church mergers 
where she served the latter UCC congregation for over twelve years as an Associate Pastor. Dr. Marsh 
has also served as Executive Director for Oakland Parents Together where she provided parents with 
tools to strengthen their families against risk factors. She is a published poet, inventor, and expert 
mental health voice in The Magazine and Blog of the National MS Society who has led various trainings, 
classes, and mental health workshops for several organizations including Trauma Informed Care for 
African American LGBTQI Communities (Akron AIDS Collaborative –  AAC) and Maintaining Mental 
and Spiritual Health During This Prolonged Pandemic Time (Northern CA/NV –  DOC).  

Executive Director Marsh is married to Rev. Tana Roseboro -Marsh, and they reside on the east coast 
with their Morkie, Xola Darling Roseboro -Marsh.   

The search committee chair, and a Coalition Leadership Team member, Rev. Derek Terry noted, “We 
are excited to welcome Dr. Katrina to our team because of her unique voice, energy, and experi-
ence.   With the current attack on queerness in schools and communities across the country, we feel an 
obligation to protect and ensure the rights of the LGBTQIA+ community.  Accordingly, while some work 
to erase the experiences of BIPOC people from the pages of history books, we are eager to work with Dr. 
Katrina as she leads us to increase our advocacy work through an intentionally more intersectional ap-
proach.”  

Dr. Marsh can be reached via email at  katrina@openandaffirming.org.   Please consider celebrating this 
milestone with a tax-deductible donation to the Coalition as we continue advocating for the full inclu-
sion and safety of all  LGBTQIA+ individuals and families. Visit  openandaffirming.org/donation  to give 
today. We thank you!  

http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3ZooreGTo2ClrL7wCne3znNVqJHNh9dBNBSqPP5Ezvk56kFKMRdBT3fBLiBsCf64-2F8OMpF9z-2FFYKqye1GTh3Vf-2BS1dTVa9LuKAkkNNcCaOhfFz5FSY0MGZHIR2oEFb2LUMA-3D-3DwMiu_gjUN5q0oY-2Fa9pVSh-2F3ttERJCTPQjK8jQihIii5H
mailto:katrina@openandaffirming.org
https://openandaffirming.org/donation


ON VIEW IN WEST BEND  

DAVID LENZ 
Saturday, March 18 | 11:00 
David Lenz paints with a hyperrealistic precision that gives photographers an inferiority complex. His        
portraits of people on the periphery provide a soulful subject matter that perfectly complements Lenz’s       
formidable technique.  

 



March Events at West Bend Community Memorial Library 

Free Coffee Fridays—March 3rd, 10th, 24th and 31st 

Stop by for free coffee and different programming each week! March 3rd—meet your fire              
department; March 10th– email red flags; March 24th—paying for long term care, what are my   
options?; and March 31st—film screening. 

Saturday, March 11th—Adult Craft: Decoupage Flower Pots 

Stop by to make some Spring decor with us! Please arrive before 11:30 to allow project to dry. Crafts available 
while supplies last. 

Monday, March 13th—West Bend Library History Club Meeting  

Join our history club at any point! Come and join the West Bend Library History Club for a presentation on The 
West Virginia Mine Wars. This was the largest domestic conflict in the US since the Civil War and it covered the 
years 1912 to 1921. Special 6:00 start time on Monday, March 13. If you have questions please contact John     
Degnitz at jdegnitz@westbendlibrary.org  

 


